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The Conſequences of a Law 
for Reducing the Dutys upon | 
French V. nes, &c. 5 | 


N ſettling a Treaty of Commerce between Eng- 
land and France, three things _ er gar to 
be taken care of on the part of England, viz. 
I. That a Ballance of May may be annually 
gain'd by that Commerce to England, or at leaſt not 
iſſu'd into France. | 
2. That our Commerce may contribute to the In- 
'# | creaſe of our Rents and the Value of the Landed In- | 
ftereſt, or at leaſt that the ſame ſhall not be impair d. | 
3. And laſtly, That by means of this Commerce 
greater Numbers of our People may be employ'd and 
ſubſiſted than before, at leaſt that no greater Numbers 
may be brought to the Pariſh and the Lands for Relief. 
If all theſe things are taken care of, tho France had 
laid five times as high Dutys on our Goods and Merchan- 
| dizes as we have done on theirs, the preſent Treaty wi | 
| deſerve all the Panegyricks in the world. On the contra-_ i 
ry, if by reaſon of this Treaty we ſhall iſſue greater ums 
bof Mony out of England than we did before, upon the 
Ballance of our whole Trade; if we ſhall loſe any part 
of our preſent Rents, or yearly Value of our Lands; if | 
leſs Numbers of People, than were before, ſhall be em- 
1 ploy'd and ſubſiſted by their Labour, and mult therefore I 
come to the Lands or the Pariſh for Relief; there is no 
IMan who has the leaſt regard for his Country will pre- 
tend to ſay, that the preſent Treaty, or the Commerce 
we ſhall gain by it, can y beneficial to this Kingdom. 
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It is in vain therefore to ſay, as the Mercator does in 
his Papers, that France by this Treaty has taken off 
more of the Dütys upon our Exports, than we have 
done upon their Imports, or that their Imports are 

higher tax'd in England than our Exports are in France : 

for if the ho upon their Imports were 500 per Cent. 


here, and tf 
France; ye 


oſe upon ur Exports not one per Cent. in 
if with the pal Dutys there we could ex- 
rt. n Gqods t ther, and notwithſtanding the 
eavyDutys in Eng "© they will be able ſtill to import 


great quantities hither; if by this means a greater Bal- 
lance in Mony ſhall 52 ide hene Mun Was before if 
the Value of our Lands ſhall fall, and greater Numbers 
of poor People ſhall be brought upon the Pariſh ; all 
that the Mercator can ſay, will never be ſufficient for | 


Of, OE TIS | + 6 
15 Alt therefore that ought to be regarded in Treatys 
of this nature (beſides the keeping and performing | 
former Treatys) is either the increaſing or not dimi- 


niſhing our preſent Stock of Mony, the 88 ! 


of our Lands, or the Employment and Subſiſtence of 


our poor People. And how well theſe Rules are ob- ; 
ſervid in the preſent Treaty, is in the next place to be 


conſider d. According to theſe Rules, I will examine 
the Mercators Inſtances of our Exports into France, | 


and their Imports into England, in his third Paper: 


iX. ent Treat 
| Dutys by the preſent Treaty, 


Ilz Fance, 5 In England, 
G fe: . . te: 
Un our Cloth, 55 i0|Un Wine per? _ TY 
On Serges, — * oo Ton, 4 7 26 15 3% 
| | * #7 Brandy per Ton, FI 09 6 | 
4 Salt 800 Baſh. 275 03 1 
20 Wt. wr. Silk, 12 03 7 
£.-+-$:62 20 wt. Luſtring, 34 | 
106 Els Doulas, 12 7 
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By the Tariff of 1664. Cloth 25 Ells, or 31 Yards + 
Engliſh, were to pay 40 Livres or 31. Engliſh, LE, 667. 
| 1 0 rance 


(5) 
France doubled this Duty ; by the Tariff of 1699. this 
laſt Duty was reduc'd to 55 Livres 10 Sols, or 41. 3 5s. 4.4. 
Engliſh, upon the aforeſaid Length; which is the Duty 
ſettled by the preſent Treaty. Now the Queſtion is, 


whether we are oblig'd to France for this, or whether 
we ſhall be able to export any Cloth to that Country? 


1. In the firſt place it muſt be obſerv'd, that France 


has given no more eaſe to our Cloth by this Treaty, 


than ſhe did by the Tariff of 1699. which was made 
without any Conſideration to be perform'd on the part 


of England. To gain this Tariff, we did not repeal 
any one Prohibition, or leſſen the Dutys upon any one 
Species of Goods imported from that Country. So 


that by the Liberty ſhe has now given for the Expor- 
tation of Cloth, ſhe has not merited any one of the 
Conceſſions that are made to her by the preſent Treaty. 
2. It muſt be conſider'd, that this Duty amounts to 
> s. 8 d. for every Yard ; a fifth part of the Price of 


our fineſt, and a third part of the Price of our middling 
' Cloth. As ſoon as the French King had made this Tariff, 
he let to farm all the Cuſtoms on our Exports. The 
Farmers muſt inevitably have been broken, if they had 
not conniv'd at our Merchants entring tive or fix Pieces 


of Cloth for one; by which only a fifth part of the 
Duty was paid for every Piece, not above 64. for eve- 
ry Yard. Yeteven thus, of our whole Woollen Many- 


facture not above the Value of 27000 J. per ann. at a 
Medium was exported. But as ſoon as this Practice of 


the Farmers was diſeover'd, they were remov'd, And 
therefore, as appears by the Report of Dr. Davenant, 
an Author with whom the Mercator is well acquainted, 
during the laſt Year of the laſt Peace, the whole Value 
of our Woollen Manufacture exported into France, a- 


mounted only to 1580 /. 65. and 8 d. a very Trifle ! 
3. But laſtly, if the whole Duty were to be taken 


off, no Cloth could be exported: ſince they have the 
Materials for it as cheap as we, and the Labour with 
which it is wrought a great deal cheaper. 


To begin with fine Spaniſ Cloth; the Materials are 


Spaniſh Wool, without the leaſt Mixture of Wool from 
any other Country. This the French import by Land- 
3 5 Paſſages, 
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_ Paſſages, by which they fave the Cuſtoms we are forc'd; 
to pay at Bilboa. This makes a difference of 5 l. 10s. 
per Cent. in the Value of thoſe Goods, to the Advantage 
of the French. © . N 


Then for the Labour with which it is manufactur d; 
Wages in France were never above two thirds of thoſe 
that were always given for the like Labour in England. 
This in all probability is owing to the meaner way of 


living in that Country. Labouring People have ſeldom 


any other Ambition, than to live and fave nothing. 


Therefore if the yearly Subſiſtence of ſach Perſons in 
France is purchas'd for two Thirds of the Price that is 


given for the Subſiſtence of like Perſons in England, 


this will very well account for their receiving no more 


than two Thirds of the Engliſh Wages. And from 


hence it appears, that the French Refugees, when they 

came firſt to ſettle here, perpetually underſold the 
_ Engliſh, till they rais'd themſelves by degrees to our 
 Country-Diet. 


There are others who affirm, that the Dearths in 
France, occaſion d by the War, have forc'd all People 
to work that they might not ſtarve; and that this, 
together with the Reduction of the Value of their 


Coin, has abated even of thoſe Wages. Be this as it 


will; if there are given for Labour in France no more 


than two Thirds of the Wages that are given in Eng- | 


land, this, with the difference of 5 J. 105. per Cent. upon 
their Haniſo Wool, will account for their making the 
fineſt Cloth 25 J. per Cent. or a fourth part of the whole 


Value cheaper than it can be made in England. So that 


our fine Spanih Cloths ſtand prohibited in Fance by their 
very Price, tho they were to be charg'd in that Coun- 
try with neither Cuſtoms nor Dutys. The Experiment 
has been lately made, our fineſt Span; Cloth has been 
lately run, by which all the Dutys have been fav'd in 
France; yet they could not be ſold there, without an 


Abatement of a fourth part of their whole Coſt. 


It is ridiculous therefore in the Mercator to labour, 
as he does in his ſixth Paper, the proving Cloth made 


in England of Span; Wool not to be Eugliſb Cloth; by 


which he would tain perſuade us againſt common Senſe, 
= | that 


(7) 


that our Spaniſh Cloth is not one of the excepted Species 
of Goods in the ninth Article of the preſent Treaty, 
nor ſubject to the Dutys of 1699. but only to thoſe of 


1664. viz. to 40 Livres for every Piece, or 2 6. for eve- 
ry Yard:; as if this mended our Condition. But unleſs 
France would be fo kind as to give us more than a Bounty 
of 25. for every Yard, as long as they can make it 


cheaper by a fourth part of the whole Value, we ſhall 


fend no fine Cloths to that Country. 
The Duty is yet more exorbitant upon middling 


5 Cloth, and no leſs than a third Part of the Price for 


which it can be made in England. But tho this entire 


Duty were to be taken off, we ſhould export none at 
all to Fance. 5 | . 
For the making theſe middling Cloths, and all the reſt 


of their Woollen Manufactures, they have converted 


vaſt Trafts of Land within theſe few years into Sheep- 
Walks: fo that they have Wool almoſt as cheap as we. 
And as for Soap, Oil, and many Dying Woods, they have 


theſe of their own Growth, and at much cheaper Pri- 


ces than they can be had in England. 
But tho they were to give double the Price for their 
Wool that is given here in England (which, in defi- 

ance of all the Laws we ſhould be able to make, would 
ſtill help them to enough from us) yet as long as La- 


$ 


bour there is ſo much cheaper, their whole Woollen Ma- 


nufactures mnſt needs be afforded at leaſt 20 J. 2 cent. 


or a fifth Part of their whole Value cheaper than they 


can be made in England : So that tis not probable any 
Quantity of theſe Goods can be exported into Fance. 
The Mercator then may labour as much as he 


1 808 and make a Noiſe with his Span; Cloths and 
Ferges, his Bays and Says, Perpetuanas and Druggets, 
his Linſey-Woolſeys and Kiderminſters, his Plaids and 


his Blankets, his Hoſe and his Knit-Caps, and all the 


things that are made of Wool. Tho he could bring them 


all down to the Dutys of 1664. nay tho he could get 


France to excuſe thoſe very Dutys with which he is fo 


much in love, it would be {till to no purpoſe. While they 


have the Materials almoſt as cheap, and Labour, which 
js much the greateſt-Part of the whole Valne, ſo much 
* 119 7 255 3 TE. : 3 | cheaper, 
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cheaper, we may ſend all theſe things to — and 


ſevereſt Prohibitions. 


ble to export to France any Woollen 


Datys; yet even with that Abater 
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* 


bring them back again when we have done. very 


good Englifhman would be much better pleasd with a 
Law to prevent their Woollen Mag Qtures coming 
le Ul 


hither ; but tis to be fear'd, by eapneſs of their 
Prices, and as an unavoidable Conſequence of what is 
ſaid before, they will be run in upon us, in ſpite of our 
But it will be objected here, How came it then to 
paſs, that during the laſt four years Peace, by Fs pre- þ 
nt Tariff of 1699. which is to take place by this 
Treaty, or by the ſeverer Duties of has we were a- 
en ManufaQures ? 
for according to Dr. Davenant's Report, the Value of | 
27000 J. ger ann. at a Medium was exported during 


the laſt Peace. To this is anſwer d: 


1. This is already accounted for before in part; the 


thing was done by the Connivance of the Farmers 


who contented themſelves with a ſmall Part of the 
Z 2s; Our whole Ex- 
pours of Woollen Mannfaftures did not exceed the 


alue above mention d. And how inconſiderable 


# 


a 
thing is this, to balance the Imports they will be able to 
ſend hither in purſuance of the preſent Treaeß? 


2. And yet as inconſiderable as it is, our Exports of [& 


Woollen Manufactures to France are not likely .here- 
after to tiſe to that Value, Their own. Woollen Ma- 
nufacture was — Fo its Infancy, but is fince arriy'd 
to very great Perfection. By a great. cation to 
M & def oth, gt 


that Biiſineſs, and a long D our , during (.- 


the Interruption of our Commerce, they are now ſo 
very perfect, as to rival us in every Part of that Trade. 
Our Merchants in Town have Patterns of the Cloth 
the French ſend to Turkey, as good as can be made in 1 
England; which may ſerve for an effectual Confutation 
of the Mercator 's idle Letter from Galata. . _ 


z. The very ſmall Quantitys of Woollen Manufac- 8 


tures exported to France during the laſt Peace, even 


with thoſe Allowances made by the Farmers of the 


Cuſtoms, in compariſon with our Exports before the 
firſt War, under the hard Tariff of 1667. are à plain 


| Demon- 


emonſtration of their then advancing apace to that 
erfection to which they are ſince arriv'd. 

4. And Laſtly, There can be no reafon why they 

ould want of our Perfe&ion, if their Application 
as been equal. And as long as King Philip ſhall be 
heir Friend, they are ſure of never wanting Materials 
or this Work at cheaper Rates, and they are always 

re of cheaper Labour. 7 : 
Upon the whole matter, our Woollen Manufactures 


France ſtand prohibited by the Cheapneſs and Per- 


ſection of their own, without either Cuſtoms or Du- 
ys. It is ridiculous then in this Caſe to. ſay, That 
rance lays no greater Dutys upon our Goods than we 


lo upon theirs. If ſhe either lays ſuch as amount to 


Yrohibitions, or our Goods are ſufficiently prohibited, 
as in this very Caſe) without any Dutys at all, th: 
mallneſs of her Dutys upon our Exports ought to be 
10 Rule for thoſe we ſhall lay upon her Imports. If 
Botwithſtanding the ſmall Dutys in France upon our 
oods, we ſhould not be able to export any thither ; 
nd ſhe, on the contrary, notwithſtanding our high 
utys upon her Goods, ſhould be able to import great 


Quantitys into England, a Balance in Mony would ftill 


going to that Kingdom. And if our firſt Principle 
was right, that we ought to ſuffer no more Mony to 


de carry'd out of England by the French Trade, than 


hall be again imported by that Trade, and the pre- 
ent Treaty of Commerce has not provided againſt this 
iſchief; all that the Mercator will be able to fay 
ill never juſtify the Treaty. 


ercator has labour'd ſo very much to ſhew how low 


de able to make no Exports of them into France; ſo 
that by this part of our Trade, we ſhall be. neither a- 
dle to gain, nor fave any Mony to this Kingdom. 

hen this Author will think fit to tell us what we 
all gain or fave by any other Articles, I ſhall conſt 


in er all his Reaſons. But 13 my ſelf 3 


L have dwelt ſo long upon this Subject, becauſe the 


he French Duties are upon our Woollen Manufactures. 
f they were yet lower, or none at all, or they would 
ven give us a ſmall Bounty to import them, we ſhould 


— ** 
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(10) 
he can never ſhew that this Treaty will enable us to 
make any Exports of Goods of all Kinds whatſoever 
to that Kingdom, of the Value of 200,000 J. per ann. 

The next Queſtion then is, What Imports Fance 
will be able to make upon us, notwithſtanding the 
Dutys that are ſtill to remain upon them by this 
Treaty, which are to be as low as thoſe of the Nation 
347 the molt favour'd. And then it will eaſily be feen 
. what Mony is likely to be carry'd out of England, 

how much our whole Rents ſhall be impair'd, and what 
Numbers of labouring People muſt come to the Land 
1 for their Subſiſtence, or ſtarve for want of Imploy- 


ment. 

Ihe firſt Article the Mercator begins with, is that 
of French Wines; of which he ſays the Duty ſill re- 
maining, even by this Treaty, is 26 J. 15 s. 3 d. + per 
Ton: and he would infinuate that this is a very high 
Duty, becauſe it is more perhaps than the whole Value 
of the Wines clear on board in foreign Countrys, and 

4 more than three times as much as the Dutys paid jn 
th England in 1664. But what is all this to the purpoſe, 
{| if, notwithſtanding this Duty, we ſhall import great 
Quantitys of Wine from France? | £ 
According to the Report of Dr, Davenant, we im- 
rt 19000 Tons of foreign Wines by and at a Medium. 
. This is what appears by the Entrys. Allowance ought 
LE to be made for 3 or 4000 Tons more, which are pro- 
1 bably run to ſave the Dutys; and this will always be the | 
Practice, where Cent. per Cent. or above ſhall be the | 
Gain. = 55 
It is certain that French Wines are in greater Eſteem 
than thoſe. of any other Country; they are generat- | * 
1 ly. more acceptable to our Palates; our Gentlemen | 
L cChuſe to drink them at twice the Coſt of any other. 
The firſt Coſts of them are as cheap, the Carriage a 
great deal leſs ;, and if the. Dutys ſhall be reduc'd as low 
8 as thoſe of the Nation the moſt favoured, we are like- 
iT ly to drink 20 Tons of French Wine for one of- any 
other Country, and conſequently we ſhall import at 
| leaſt 20000 Tons yearly from that Kingdom. 
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At a Medium of many Years laſt paſt, the Coſt of 


Wines in France clear on Board, has exceeded 20 /. per 


Ton; it will follow that for 20,000 Tons imported an- 


nually into England, at leaſt 400,00 J. per ann. muſt 
be remitted into France. 5 | 
1. In the firſt place then, ſo great an annual Sum of 


Mony will be remitted, and loſt to this Kingdom. 
2. The Wines we buy from other Countrys, we buy 


in exchange for our Manufactures, which is the ſarife 


thing as if they were of our own Growth, and we 
made them up our ſelves; they are bought with the 
Product of our Lands, and the Labour of our Peo- 
ple. It cannot be imagin'd but the Conſumption of 
our Goods in thoſe Countrys muſt be leſſen'd in pro- 
portion to the Wines we ſhall ceaſe to take from them; 
and conſequently we ſhall loſe the ſelling our Manu- 
factures at leaſt to the Value of 400, O00 J. per ann. 


The Value of theſe Goods paid to the Rents (that is, for 


Wool, Corn, Leather, and other Product of the Lands) 
is not in all probability above an eighth Part of the whole; 
but if it i#ſo much, there muſt be deducted from the 
preſent Rents of England for want of thoſe Markets, 


at leaſt 50,000 l. per ann. This is an immediate 


Deduction from the Rents, but the Charge upon them 


will be worſe; ſeven Eighths of the Value of our 
Exports, viz. 350,000 J. per ann. are paid to the Labour 
of our People; and as theſe ſhall be depriv'd of thoſe 


foreign Markets for their Manufactures, they muſt come 
to the Rents for their Maintenance: So that by an im- 
mediate Deduction from the Rents, and the Charge of 
ſo many new Poor, the Landed Intereſt will loſe of its 
preſent Value, 400, ooo J. per ann. . 

3. And laſtly, if ſeven Eighths of this Value are paid 
to the Labour of our People, and the Markets ſhou'd 


be loſt for the Manufactures of the aforeſaid Value, the 


People muſt loſe as much of their yearly Labour as 
amounts to 350,000 J. per ann. Gl. per Head are 
the uſual annual Earnings of Labourers, Men, Women 
and Children, at a Medium; according to this Compu- 
tation, almoſt 60,000 Perſons who now ſubſiſt by their 


own Labour muit come upon the Pariſh Rates. 
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1 
If this Treaty has not provided againſt ſo great an 
annual Loſs of Mony, ſuch a Diminution of our Rents, 
ſuch a Deſtruction of our labouring People, we ſhall 
never be reconcil'd to it, let the Mercator be as elo- 
quent as he pleaſes upon the Moderation of French Du- 
tys, and the Exorbitancy of thoſe of England. But fo 
much for his Dutys upon Wines. | 
The next of the French Imports in the Mercator is 
Brandys, with Cuſtoms and Exciſes of 51, or 52 J. per 
Ton, or above 200 per Cent, of their firſt Coſts in that 
Kingdom. Yet when the Dutys were vaſtly higher, 
{ome Quantitys were imported; and how much then 
are thoſe Imports likely to be increas'd, when the Du- 
tys ſhall be reduc'd to the Sums abovemention'd ? 
Thoſe higher Dutys on French Brandy, put us upon 
_ diſtilling Spirits from our own Malt. The Exciſes are 
ſufficient to ſhew, that from Malt are now drawn in 
England about 1600,000 Gallons of Spirits in a Year. 


A quantity equal to 7000 Tons of French Brandy, and 


not to be drawn from leſs than 80,000 Quarters of 
Malt. So that the Diſtillers have been a conſtant Mar- 
ket for ſo great a part of the Product of our Lands. 
Such a Quantity of Malt is hardly to be prodac'd 
from Lands of leſs Value than 13 or 14000 J. per ann. 
o that the Conſumption of theſe new Spirits has 
added ſuch a yearly Value to our Lands. 
Moreover it has paid the Labour of our People of at 
leaſt five times that yearly Valne. For by that time 
_ every Hand is paid, from that which holds the Plough, 
to that which delivers the Spirits to the Retailer, 
the very Wages of our People in this Article muſt 
amount to 60,000 J. per aun. | 
Yet after all, where is the Carter, or the Porter that | 


would not rather chaſe a Quart of French Brandy, | 


than a Gallon of Malt Spirits? And yet with the Dutys 


of 51 or 52 1. and the common Prices in Fance of 20. 


per Ton, the Quart of Brandy will generally be cheaper 

than the Gallon of Malt Spirits; ſo that in all proba- | 

bility this whole Manufacture will come to nothing. F 

And perhaps we ſhall return to our old annual Ex- 

pence and Conſumption of 5000 Tons of French Brandy, K 
or 
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for which (at a Medium of ſeveral of the laſt years 


Prices) at 20 l. per Ton we ſhall pay to France 100,000 
bh rv: _— 


The Conſequences of which are as follow : 


1. That fo great an annual Sum will be remitted to 


France, and loſt to this Kingdom. 
2. By loſing the Market for ſuch a quantity of Corn, 
the Landed Intereſt will loſe 13 or 14000 J. per ann. 


of the preſent Rents; and by being charg'd with all 
the People, from the firſt Hand to the laſt, that are 
employ'd in this Manufacture, will perhaps ſuffer ano- 


ther Loſs of 60,000 J. per ann. in the whole, 73 or 
74,000 5. per ann; 
3. And Laſtly, So many People as maintain them- 


ſelves at the Charge of 60,000 J. per ann. without 
Charge to the Lands (which at 67. per Head, are 


10, 00 People) muſt come upon the Pariſh-Rates. 
If this Treaty has not provided againſt theſe Miſ- 
Chiefs, all the Rhetorick of the Mercator will never be 
able to reconcile us to it. e 


The Mercator's next Inſtance is French Salt. It muſt. 


be confeſs d the Dutys are very large; but tis faid this 
Salt will go ſo much farther than our own, that it will 


ſtill be had Cheaper : but what Value of it is likely to 


be imported, what Mony we ſhall pay for it to France, 
or how our Rents or our labouring People will be af- 
feted by it, muſt be left to Time and Experience. 

As for foreign Luſtrings and Alamodes, the Dutys on 
them are ſo very high, that none can fairly be impor- 


ted from any Country whatſoever ;, and as France is 


to be uſed by this Treaty as the Nation the moſt fayour'd, 
tis probable we ſhall have none even from thence 
except ſuch as ſhall be run to fave Cuſtoms. But 
then on the other hand, Luſtrings and Alamodes are 
not now the black Silks commonly worn in England; 


aat leaſt ſeven Eighths of what are worn in their 
ſtead, are call'd Raſtijeans and Mantua Silks ; and on 


theſe foreign Silks the Dutys are ſo eaſy (not more 
than 10 5. 6 d. per Pound, tho valu'd a little higher in 
the Mercator) that France is able to pay this whole Du- 


ty, 
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ty, and yet by the cheapneſs of Materials and Labour 


in that Country, ſhe will {till under-ſell our People. 
Tho to ſave even that Duty, tis highly probable that 


great Quantitys will be alſo run, by which they would 


under-ſell us 20 per Cent. of the whole, and conſequent- 


ly would fell us as much for 80, as we can make for 


10000. | | 
The Silks of this kind that are made ih England, 


by reaſon of our Prohibitions or high Dutys on French 


| Silks, amount to 300,000 J. per ann. If France can 


afford the ſame 20 per Cent. cheaper there than they 


can be made in England, and alſo under-ſell ns here af 


ter the Payment of the Dutvs, it follows that this 
Manufacture muſt be loſt in England, and that we ſhall 
pay in this ſingle Article to France 240,000 l. per ann. 
Brocades, plain and flower'd Sattins, and other co- 
lour'd Silks, are yet a more conſiderable Article than 
the Raſtijeans and Mantua Silks; and as Labour in Fance 
is but two thirds of the Price of Engl b Labour, and is 
yet a greater part of the Price of the Brocade than of 
the Raſtijean, the former can be afforded cheaper than 
the latter : that is, as good Brocades can be afforded 
from France, after paying the Duty here, for 3/. 45. 
per Pound weight, as can be made in Exgland for * 
10 5. The French too have this Advantage of us, that 
they are generally thought in England to defigh better, 


and according {et the Faſhions for us; by which means 


they uſually {ſtock the Beginning of the Market with 
great Quantitys, which are ſold off before our Weavers 
are able to follow their Patterns. And theſe ſeveral 
Advantages are thought to be at leaſt 15 per Cent, dif- 


ference in the Sale of all Goods that depend upon the 
Fancys of People. No doubt then there will ſoon be 


an End of all our Eugliſb Brocades and colour'd Silks. 


The Increaſe of our Silk Manufacture in this Article, 
is faid to be 500,000 J. per ann. and if theſe Silks can be 


bought in France ſo much cheaper than they can be 
made in England, and can alſo be Told cheaper here 
with the Duty of 10 5s. 6 4. on each Pound, we muſt _ 
remit for theſe Manufactures to France 300,000 l. 


per 


. „ way 
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per ann, So that in theſe two Articles of black and 


colour'd Silk, there will be loſt to England 640,000 l. 
per ann. of which the Value when made here amounts tg 
$00,000 J. in the whole. . 
It can hardly be conceiv'd, that the Silks which we 
import from Italy and Turkey, and which with the Cuſ- 


toms that are paid by them, and the Labour that is be- 
ſtow'd upon them, amount to the laſt-mention'd Sum 


of 800,000 /. could be purchas d abroad raw for leſs than 


the Value of 320,000 J. in our ManufaQtures. 
If an eighth Part of the Price of our Manufactures, 


made from the Product of our Lands, is paid to the 
Rents, and ſeven Eighths to the Labour of the People; 


then by the Value of 320,000 J. of our Manufactures 


ſent annually abroad upon this account, the Lands 
have gain'd a new Market for their Product in Turkey or 
Italy to the Value of 40,000 J. per ann. and conſequent- 
ly ſo much is yearly added to the Landed Intereſt. 
And if ſeven Eighths of the Value ſent abroad upon this 
account is the Labour of the People, ſo many more 
People are employ'd without Charge to the Lands, as 
are ſubſiſted for 280,000 J. of ann. ** 

But theſe are not all the People that are æmploy'd by 
the Increaſe of the Silk Manufactures. The Returns 
for 320,000 l. exported, mult employ the Labour of 


as many People to work them up, as ſhall be equal to 


the aforeſaid Value. And even this way, as many Per- 


ſons are provided for without Charge to the Lands, as 


are ſubſiſted for 320,000 J. per ann. | 


Now if all theſe Silk Manufactures, by means of the 


cheaper Labour of France, ſhall be imported from that 
Country; this whole Increaſe of the Silk Manufacture 
mult fall to the ground, together with all our Expor- 


tations to Italy and Turkey upon that account: Of 
which theſe will be the Conſequences. . 

1. Raſtijeans, Mantua Silks, Brocades, Sattins 
colour'd Silks, will coſt us annually 640,000 J. to France, 


lolt to England. ; | _ 


2. By 


— ' V V 


7 and 


g 
73. 


in the whole 640,000 /. per ann. 
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2. By loſing the Markets in Italy and Turkey for the 
Exports of our Product, and Manufactures of the Va- 
lue of 320,000 /. the Landed Intereſt muſt ſuffer the 
Loſs of an eighth part, viz. of 40,000“. per ann. by an 
immediate Deduction from the Rents; and alſo by the 
Charge of maintaining ſo many People as are employ'd 
in the Outſet to Italy and Turkey, and the Returns from 


thoſe Countrys, and ſhall hereafter be depriv'd of the 


means of ſubſiſting by their Labour, 600,000 /. more; 
2. And laſtly, ſo many People will be reduc'd from 

the Condition of ſubſiſting by their own Labour to live 

upon the Pariſh-Rates, as are now maintain'd by this 

Article for 600,006 J. per ann. that is, at 6 J. per head, 

100,000 People. „„ e 

It is to be preſum'd that this Treaty will never ob- 


tain the Sanction of a Britiſh Parliament, if theſe Con- 


ſequences ſhall be obſerv'd. 


The Mercator's laſt Article of Imports from France, . 


is that of Linens, againſt which he thinks the Treaty 


has ſufficiently provided, by leaving ſtill a Duty of 


12 5. 7d. upon every Piece of Doulas, containing 106 
Ells, that is, leſs than Three Halfpence upon every Ell. 

It muſt here be obſerv'd, that French Linen was al- 
moſt the general Conſumption of all England before the 
beginning of the firſt War, and before the Prohibitions 
or high Dutys that were afterwards laid on thoſe 
Goods. In the Judgment of People, who are moſt con- 
verſant in the Linen Trade, a third Part of our whole 
Conſumption was French Linen, If it ſhall be allow'd 


that there are Seven Millions of People in this King- 


dom, and that but Two Shillings yearly was paid to 
France for every one for a third part of all their Linen, 
it will follow that there was paid to Fance for the Im- 


ports of Linen from that Country the Sum of 700,000 “. 
per ann. SGD: „ 


There are many who think this Sum very ſhort of 
our Remittances upon that Account; and they give 
this reaſon for it, that the very Increaſe of our Im- 
ports from Germany, Scotland and Ireland, together 
With the Increaſe of our Linen Manufacture in 2 

ince 
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ſince the Diſuſe of French. Linens, is vaſtly beyond that 


Value, and is therefore ſufficient to demonſtrate, that 
we formerly paid to France much more than the aboye- 
mention'd Sum for the Article of Linens, = 


J. per ann. 


They ſay, that the Increaſe of our Im-- 
ports of Linen from Germany, ſince the In-“ | 
terruption of our Commerce with France, 430,000 
amounts t — — 
From North Britain to 130,000 
From Ireland to —— —— B80,000 
The Increaſe of our Linen Manufacture? 
itt Lancaſhire, Cheſhire, Yorkſhire and Cum 259,000 


berland, amounts to — 2 
In Somerſetſbire and Dorſetſhire, to — 100,000 
In the Countys of Worceſter, Warwick, 


Stafford, Leiceſter, Lincoln, e, Nor'C 60,000 
folk and Suffolk, &c. to 5 9 


— 


6 Ll 


Of all which the Total Sum is a 070,000 


The Increaſe of our Imports' of Linens from Ger- 


many, might very eaſily be known by the Entrys 


at the Cuſtom- Houſe. Nor can the Manufacture a- 


mount to leſs in our Northern Countys, than is 


here ſet down; if it is true, as has been repreſented, 


that the People of Lancaſbire only, which have their 


whole Dependance upon this Manufacture, are at 


leaſt Sixty Thouſand Perſons, Men, Women and Chil- 
dren: Four Pounds per Head, which is but a {mall an- 
nual Subſiſtence for every one, amounts to 140,000 J. 


of that Mony, and leaves no more than 10,000 J. to the 


Rents for the Flax; whereas 1 r J. or a tenth part 
even of this Manufacture oug 
Kents,. Surely Gentlemen will think it their Intereſt to 
be fully fatisfy'd concerning theſe Facts, before they 
will make a Law to let in an Inundation of French 
Linens upon this Kingdoms for if the Increaſe of the 


t to be allow'd to the 


Con- 


YO „„ 


— 


ceive in exchange for the 
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Conſumption of German, Triſh and Britiſh Linens 4. 
mounts to more than the Sum of one Million, it can 
hardly be conceiv'd that we imported from France leſs 
than the yearly Value of 700,000 J. in Linens. | 
Whatſoever Linens we import from Germany, we re. 
Manofaftures we ſend thi- 

ther; ſo that 'tis the ſame thing as if we made them 
all our ſelves, as if the Flax which grew in the Fields 
of Germany had been ſheer'd from the Backs of our 


Sheep, and dreſsd, and ſpun, and wove by the La. 


bour of our own People. For the Value of 450,000, 
of Linens imported thence, it cannot be thought that 
we ſend thither of our own Manufactures, leſs than 
the Value of 400,000 J. per ann. 


If this be true, then, as in the former Article of | 
Wines, an eighth Part of this yearly Sum is added to 
our Rents by our Exports to Germany, or 50,000 /. 


per ann. and alſo to manufacture our Exports for 
Germany, ſeven times that Sum is paid for the Labour 
of our People, or 350,000 J. per ann. more than was 
paid before, during our Imports from France. 
Let it be ſuppos'd that the Increaſe of the Linen 
Manufactures in England is allo the Value of 400,000 J. 
per ann, Perhaps the Price of the mere Flax, as ſepa- 


rated from the Labour of the People, and paid to the 


Rents of the Land, is not above one tenth Part of the 


Aid Value; yet even thus, by the Interruption of the 
French Commerce, the Lands have gain'd an additio- 


nal Value of 40,000 J. per ann. and if all the reſt of 
the Price is paid to the Labour of our own People, fo 


many more of theſe are imploy'd as are ſubſiſted for 


360,000 l. per ann. 


Not to mention what is gain'd to North Britain and 
Treland (which are alſo Subjects to the ſame Sovereign) 


by the great Increaſe of the Linen Manufactures in 


thoſe Countrys. But all theſe Advantages mult be loſt, 
if the French Linens ſhall be let in upon us. 


Of this the Mercator is in no fear, while the 
Duty is almoſt Three Half. Pence upon every Ell of 
Doulas. To convince him that this Duty is by no 


means 
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means ſufficient to keep them out of England, I ſhall 
ſnew him how much cheaper French Linen will be than 
Engliſh Linen of the ſame Goodneſs, by means of their 
Labour, which is but Two Thirds of the Price that is 
given for the like Labour in England. I will inſtance 
this in the French Doulas of 104. 15 d. and 20 d. per 


Ell. 


French Doulas, 10 d. per * | Engl. * 
Duty paid in England, —01 8 
Flax — =" = 0 TRE '* ; 
Labour — 07 > — 11 4 
„ 10 12 4 
French Doulas, 15 d. . Engl. = 26 
Duty paid in England — I I — 00 : 
Flax — o Ol * 
Labour — 12 —— 18 
15 19% 
French Doulas, 20 4. per Ell Eve. Linen. 
Duty paid in Englayd——01 — 00 
Flax — 02 — 2 
Labour 16. — 24 
2 26 5 


ere at one View the Mercator may ſee that the 
French, notwithſtanding the Duty of Three Half-pence, 


will be able by the Cheapneſs of their Labour to under- 


ſell our low Linen at leaſt 15 per Cent. that of 15 d. per 


Ell above 20 per Cent. that of 20 d. per Ell above 30 


per Cent. ſo that our whole Linen Manufacture muſt be 


: drop'd in England. And for the German Linens, they are 
little cheaper than our own, conſidering the Dutys we lay 


upon them: 'Belides, the French Linens are in ſo muc 
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Per hea > 3 
If IT have made it probable, that the Reduction of the 
Dutys upon the Imports from France, to the Sums 


mention'd; that is to ſay, 


(+6) 


greater Reputation than either the German or our own; 


that all Demands of theſe laſt are quite ſtopt by the great 


Expectation of thoſe from France. So that we are ſire 


of having an Inundation of them from that Kingdom. 
The Conſcquentes of this, and of a Law to reduce 


the Duty upon French Doulas, are. 


1. That we ſhall pay Fance for Linens 700,000 J. per 


_ and. ſo much will be annually loſt to this King- 
——_- : 5 | 


2. That the Lands, by an immediate Deduction from 


their Rents, upon the ceaſing of our Exports to Ger- 
many, and the ſowing Flax in England, muſt loſe 
90, O00 J. per ann. and by a Charge of new Poor brought 


upon the Pariſh, from manufacturing our own Linens 


or the Exports made for Germany, 710,000. per ann, 
more 13 the whole 800,000 /. N. _ 1 


3. And laſtly, That as many People who now live by 


their own Labour by the Wages of 710,000 /. per ann. 


muſt * live by the Pariſh-Rates ; which at 61. 
makes the number near 120,000 People. 


mention'd in the Mercator, will increaſe our Imports 
from that Country to the Quantities and Values above- 


Of Brandys to 5000 Tons, at 28. per e 1 | 


Of manufactur'd Silks, Raſtijeans, Bro- 
WV 


It follows that we ſhall annually pay TE 5 
France in Mony for the ſaid Seba 1,840,000 


And conſequently ſo great 4 Sum muft be annually 
loſt and deducted from the Capital Stock of this King- 
dom. Before a Law ſhall be paſs'd to reduce the Du- 
tys to the Sums mention'd in the Mercator, CER 

— 


Turkey, for the Exports of the Value of“ 
| 320,000 /. uſually 8 
| Increaſe of Silks, —— 


| theſe ſeveral Markets, will be depriv'd of N 
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will conſider how long we ſhall be able'to bear and ſap- 
port our ſelves under ſo great an annual Loſs. | 


1 1 .̃. per ann. 
Again, if I have made it probable, that by e 
loſing the Markets of Italy and Portugal, for J 
our Manufactures of the Value of 400,000 J. _ 


per ann. which are uſually exported to 50,000 


thoſe Countrys for their Wines, the Landed q 


| Intereſt will loſe of the preſent Rents, — © 


Alſo by loſing the Markets of the Diſtil- } © 
lers for $0,000 Quarters of Malt, — Fg 3000 
Alſo by loſing the Markets of Italy and 
nt thither to buy 4 40700 
Alſo by loſing the Markets of Germam, ! 
for yp rp of the Value of 400,000 I. u- Fo, o 
ſually ſent thither to purchaſe Linens, — 4 —_ 
Laſtly, by loſing the Markets for the Engliſh 


Linen Manufacture of the Value of 40,000 J. ( 40,000 
4 tenth Part of which is loſt to the-Rents, . | 


— 
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It will follow that the Landed Intereſt . 
muſt loſe of the preſent Rents, - 935000 
But to this I have alſo added, as a Loſs to 8 | 
the Landed Intereſt, the Charge it mult be 
at to ſubſiſt the Poor, who, by the Loſs of 


the means of living by their own Labour ; If JOY 
have affirm'd that the Exports to Italy andk _ 
Portugal for Wines pay the People for their] 
The Manufacture of Malt Spirits pay them ' 60,000 
The Manufactures of the Exports to buy 1 
Silks, and alſo of the Returns, pay the Poor 609,000 
ple for their Labour — 

The Manufactures of the Exports to Ger— 
many to buy Linens, pay the People for 350,000 
their Labour | — .”.. i 3 x1 BY 
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And, Laftly, the Linen Manufacture in“ | 
England, pays our People for their Res 360,000 


Fo per Au. 


Mony, are likely to be depriv'd by the French 


And fince all the People who earn 0 | 


Imports of the Means of ſubſiſting by theirf 
Labour, and yet muſt ſtill be maintain'd -_ 


the Charge of the Pariſh, I have join'd all 


theſe Sums together, and made them an an- X 


nual Charge upon the Lands, vix. —. 


5 


In this J am faid to be in the wrong, ſince 
not only Lands, but even perſonal Eſtates, 


muſt bear their Part of the Charge to the Pa- 


JJ. oo iS, 
But if by Perſonal Eſtates are meant the 


Farmers Stock upon the Lands, the Farmers 


will always take their Leaſes with regard to 


the Poors Rate; ſo that the Tax upon the 


Tenant to the Pariſh-Rate, will be found to 
be a Tax upon the Landlord. And as for o- 


ther movable Eſtates, the Owners of them 
are not confin'd to Place or Pariſh, but they 


will always remove to any Place where they 
can be eaſy ;, and conſequently the whole Bur- 
den of new Poor, whatſoever it is, muſt fall 
upon the Rents. RS | 

But again it is ſaid, the Burden upon the 
Lands cannot poſlibly be ſo great : for the 
People indeed may ſubſiſt themſelves by 


their own Labour at the Charge of 61. per! 


Head; but if they ſhall be depriv'd of the 


Means of ſubſiſting themſclyes, and muſt 
a 


come upon the Pariſh for aintenance, C. „ „. 
they will be forc'd to contract their «pen. 140000 
ces, the Pariſh will think 4 J. yearly ſuffi .- 


cient for every one of them at a Medium: 


Yet even thus the Charge upon the Lands to 
the Subſiſtence of the new Poor, will be 
Two Thirds of the Sum laſt mention'd, vi. | 


zbove | — — 


———— — m ooo — — 5 


And 


by * | 
the Loſs of Markets, being added, vir. — 193,000 
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And the Deduction from the Rents, 


J. per ann. 


1 


_—_— 


The Lands will be impair'd only 6 
annual Value of — $1,333,000 


— — 


So much for the Deduction from the annual Value of : 


our Lands and Houſes, which, at Twenty Years Pur- 
| Chaſe, will make the Total Value of the whole Landed 
| Intereſt, 260r 27 Millions leſs than it was before. 


But there is another thing that will contribute to re- 
duce the Total Value of the Landed Intereſt yet a 
great deal lower, and that is, the Remittance of ſuch 


a Sum as 1, 800, co J. per ann. into France, which in me" 
Space of eleven or twelve Years, will amount to the 
Sum of Twenty Millions. T7 


One of the Publick Papers of Monday June 8. was an 
Eſſay towards ſhewing, That the Gain of Twenty 
Millions clear to Exgland, would make an Addition of 


the Value of four years Rent in the Purchaſe of every 
Eſtate. If that Computation was well grounded, there 


is much ſtronger reaſon to believe, that the Loſs of 
Twenty Millions will prove a Deduction of four Years 
Rents from the Total Value of every Eſtate in England, 
and even of the whole Landed Intereſt, impair'd as a- 


bove, to the Value of 1, 300,000 J. per ann. and con- 
ſequently by thoſe Remittances to France, in the Space 
of eleven or twelve Vears, ſo much of the Total Va- 


lue of the Landed Intereſt muſt be deſtroy'd. Whe. 
ther Gentlemen are able to nnd themſelves under ſo 
great a Loſs, they will do well to conſider. 18 


Laſtly, I think I have made it probable, 1 
that our labouring People, by want of the | 
Markets that ſell us Wine for Manufactures, » 350,c00 
wal loſe their Wages, to the yearly Yalue 
9 JJ 
By 
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Puy want of the preſent Markets for our!“ 

4 Malt and Spirits  ——— 5 80, ooo 
1 Buy want of the Markets that fell us Rawy ng 
* Silks for Manufactures, and alſo Markets“ 600 008 
5 for thoſe Silks when manufacturd here, 18 * 
17 By want of the Markets that fell us Li 

135 nen for our Woollen and other Manufac- ? 

tures, and alſo of Markets for our own Li- 710,00 


—:: ĩͤ ves 
So that the Total Loſs of Wages, by); 
the Mercator s Trade with Fance, & 1,20, 00 

will amount to — 1 


—— 
.. — ** 


As 6 J. per head is the common Price of the Subſiſtence 
labouring Perſons at a Medium, here are no leſs than 
286,666, almoſt 300,000 People, reduc'd from the 
means of ſubſiſting by their own Labour in a more 
comfortable manner, to the unhappy neceſlity of living 
by Pariſh-Alms, and becoming a Charge upon the 
Lands, of above a Million Sterling every Year. 
| Theſe will be believ'd to be the unhappy Conſequen- 
ces of an open Trade with France, upon the foot of 
_ thoſe Dutys which the Mercator thinks ſufficient. How 
much ſoever he would be thought a Patriot of England, 
he will hardly be able to perſuade thinking Men that he 
js not a hired Factor for France. France no doubt would 
give Millions for ſuch a Commerce as muſt gain her 
almoſt Millions every year, beſides the robbing England 
of thoſe Sums, and the making ſuch havock of the 
Landed and the Trading Intereſts, ſuch univerſal Deſo- 
lation in the Kingdom. 5 b 


It muſt beobſerv'd here, that I have confin'd my ſelf to the Dutys and 


with any other Goods that are likely to be img . $i 
French Goods, and make 


he Goods that ſhall be imported 


F 


